
MAPLE   STREET   CHOIR  
MRS.   DAVIS,   DIRECTOR MS.   MERRILL,   SUBSTITUTE   TEACHER    (UNTIL   12/2/19)  

 
 

Welcome   to   choir,   a   fun,   challenging   class   in   which   students   will   perform   various   styles  
of   choral   music,   learn   proper   singing   technique,   learn   to   sight-read,   explore   music   history,   and  
learn   basic   music   theory.    Students   and   parents/guardians   should   read   this   syllabus   together  
and   return   the   last   page   by   the   given   due   date   (a   parent/guardian   signature   is   required   on   both  
sides).     Also,   I   am   asking   each   student   to   bring   in   a   box   of   tissues,   disinfecting   wipes,  
and/or   hand   sanitizer   for   the   classroom    -   with   so   many   students   in   choir,   we   go   through   a  
lot   of   these   supplies!  
 
 
CLASSROOM   RULES  

1. Support   everyone’s   learning   without   disrupting.  
2. Keep   everyone   emotionally   and   physically   safe   at   all   times.  

 
Students   who   violate   the   rules   will   follow   our   building’s   Responsible   Thinking   Process  

(RTP)   procedures,   answering   questions   about   their   behavior   in   an   effort   to   help   them   refocus.  
Students   who   must   leave   choir   to   go   to   the   Responsible   Thinking   Classroom   (RTC)   within  
three   days   of   a   concert   or   field   trip   will   not   be   allowed   to   participate   in   that   event   and   will   forfeit  
the   grade   points.  
 
 
GRADING   POLICY  

Each   assignment,   test,   concert,   etc.,   will   be   given   a   point   value.    Students   are   required  
to   participate   in   all   performances    (see   the   “Policy   on   Performance   Absences”   on   the   back   of  
this   page) .   The   overall   grading   scale   is   as   follows,   though   it   is   subject   to   change   depending   on  
the   number   of   assignments   given   per   marking   period   (this   is   in   case   we   only   have   a   small  
number   of   written   assignments,   those   few   assignments   won’t   carry   an   unfair   amount   of  
weight):  

ASSIGNMENTS,   QUIZZES:   30% DAILY   PARTICIPATION:   40%   PERFORMANCES:   30%  
 
 
PARENT   /   GUARDIAN   INVOLVEMENT  

Mrs.   Davis   and   Ms.   Merrill   will   post   in   the   Facebook   group,   use   the   Remind   message  
service,   send   an   email   through   eSchool,   and/or   send   home   a   letter   to   parents   and   guardians  
when   help   is   needed   for   an   event   (we   need   chaperones   for   all   trips   and   rehearsals).    Parents  
are   responsible   for   arranging   transportation   for   their   children   to   and   from   evening   concerts.  
Hopefully,   all   parents   will   attend   each   concert   (bring   family   and   friends,   too!).    Students   perform  
better   in   front   of   an   eager,   supportive   audience!    To   sign   up   for   Remind,   choose   one   of   the  
options   below:   

1.   Download   the   free   Remind   app   and   enter   the   class   code    @maplechoir    for   7th/8th   
grade   choir,   or    @maple6th    for   6th   grade   choir.  

2.   Send   a   text   to   81010   with   the   message    @maplechoir    for   7th/8th   grade   choir   or   
@maple6th    for   6th   grade   choir.  

3.   Email    maplechoir@mail.remind.com    for   7th/8th   grade   choir   or   
maple6th@mail.remind.com    for   6th   grade   choir    (leave   the   subject   and   message   blank) .  

mailto:maplechoir@mail.remind.com
mailto:maple6th@mail.remind.com


PERFORMANCE   UNIFORM  
Students   who   are   new   to   choir   this   year   (or   returning   students   who   have   lost   or   grown  

out   of   last   year’s   uniform!)   should   purchase   a   “Maple   Street   Music”   polo   for    $30 .    Students  
should   bring   in    exact   cash    (a   receipt   will   be   provided;   checks   are   NOT   accepted)   or   parents  
may   pay   online,   including   via   mobile   phone,   at     https://kalamazoo.revtrak.net/    (click   on  
“Kalamazoo   Middle   Schools,”   then   click   on   “Maple   Street   Magnet   School,”   then   “Music,”   and  
lastly   click   on   “Music   Uniform”   on   the   far   left).   Students   must   provide   their   own   black   pants   (no  
leggings),   black   socks,   and   black   shoes.   

There   are   multiple   options   for   financial   assistance   available   for   the   polo   if   necessary;  
parents   should   just   contact   us   as   soon   as   possible   for   information   about   this.   

The   uniform   for   Fall   Festival   (Thursday,   October   24,   7 th /8 th    grade   only;   6 th    grade   is  
watching   from   the   audience   and   doesn’t   need   to   be   in   uniform)   is   black   pants   and   any   brightly  
colored    plain    shirt   (no   designs   or   logos)   or   your   choir   polo.    This   concert   will   be   performed   with  
middle   school   and   high   school   choir   students   from   all   over   the   KPS   district.   

Without   the   required   uniform   for   any   given   concert,   a   student   will   not   be   allowed   to  
participate,   thus   forfeiting   the   points   for   that   performance.  
  
 
POLICY   ON   REHEARSAL   AND   PERFORMANCE   ABSENCES  

Choir   is   essentially   a   performance-based   class,   so   students   must   attend   all  
performances   to   pass   the   class.    If   a   family   emergency   or   illness   occurs,   these   constitute  
excused   absences,   as   long   as   a   parent   or   guardian   contacts   Mrs.   Davis   within   two   school  
days.    Students   with   excused   absences   must   complete   an   alternate   assignment.    Students  
with   unexcused   absences   or   absences   due   to   behavioral   issues   (such   as   a   suspension   or  
problems   at   the   rehearsal)   are   ineligible   to   earn   the   points,   as   are   students   who   are   out   of  
uniform.    We   always   have   a   daytime   rehearsal   on   the   same   day   as   our   concert.    Students    must  
be   in   attendance   for   the   rehearsal   in   order   to   perform   at   the   concert;   students   who   miss   the  
rehearsal   will   receive   a   zero   for   the   concert.    Students   who   earn   an   RTC   visit   out   of   choir   class  
within   three   school   days   of   the   concert   will   not   be   allowed   to   participate   in   the   rehearsal   or  
concert.  
 
 
CLASSROOM   REQUESTS  

We   are   always   in   need   of   the   following:  
-Tissue  
-Clorox   wipes  
-Hand   sanitizer  
-Yoga   mats  
-Black   pants   and   shoes   that   your   child   has   outgrown  

 
 
CONTACT   INFORMATION  
 

Maple   Street (269)   337-0730,   ext.   301  
Email DavisJM@kalamazoopublicschools.net  

AMerrillMusic90@gmail.com     (Ms.   Merrill,   Mrs.   Davis’   long-term   sub)  
Facebook  Join   the   group    Maple   Street   Choir  
Text Available   through   the   Remind   app   

https://kalamazoo.revtrak.net/
https://kalamazoo.revtrak.net/
mailto:DavisJM@kalamazoopublicschools.net
mailto:AMerrillMusic90@gmail.com
mailto:DavisJM@kalamazoopublicschools.net


 
 
 
CHOIR   CALENDAR   OF   EVENTS   -    RETAIN   THIS   PAGE   FOR   YOUR   RECORDS!  
 
 
 

 
Mrs.   Davis   will   inform   students   of   changes   to   the   calendar   in   a   timely   manner,   and   she  

will   provide   choir   members   with   details   about   events   as   they   approach.    
 
 
 
 
 

DATE  TIME  DESCRIPTION  LOCATION  

Thursday,   10/24/19  
 
7:00   pm   
    (6:40   call)  

Fall   Festival   Concert  
(7 th /8 th    graders   perform;   6 th  
graders   must   attend   as  
audience   members)  

Chenery   Auditorium  

Tuesday,   12/17/19   
1:45-2:15   PM  6th   Grade   Choir   “Informance”  Maple   Street  

Cafeteria  

Thursday,   12/19/19  6:00-8:00   pm  7th/8th   grade   caroling   party  TBA  

Wednesday,   2/19/20  7:00   pm  
     ( 5:45   call )  

Pre-Festival   Concert   (all   grades  
perform)  

Loy   Norrix’s   Kasdorf  
Auditorium  

Tuesday,   2/25/20   OR  
     Wednesday,   2/26/20   

all   day   (could  
go   as   late   as   7  
pm)  

District   Choral   Festival  Marshall   High   School  

Thursday,   3/6/20  TBA;   usually  
6-7:30   pm   

Literacy   Night   Sight-Reading  
Showcase  

Maple   Street  
cafeteria  

Wednesday,   5/27/20  
 
7:00   pm   
    (6:40   call)  

Spring   Choir   Concert  Chenery   Auditorium  

Friday-Saturday,  
5/29/20-5/30/20  

All   evening  
and   day  7th/8th   grade   trip   to   Cedar   Point  Sandusky,   OH  

May   or   June   2020  
(date   TBA)  All   day  Choir   Tour  KPS   elementary  

schools  
 
  



DUE   DATE:   _______________________________  
 
 
 
CHOIR   COMMITMENT   PAGE  

 
I   have   read   the   information   presented   in   this   handout,   and   I   am   committing   to   the  

performances   and   policies   listed   herein.    I   understand   I   should   discuss   any   questions   or  
concerns   with   Mrs.   Davis   or   Ms.   Merrill .  

 
 
 
_________________________________________________ _______________  
Student   Signature Date  
 
 
 
_________________________________________________ _______________  
Parent   /   Guardian   Signature Date  
 
 
 
 
 
 
REMINDERS  
 

1. Sign   the   permission   slip   (on   the   back   of   this   page)   for   all   choir   events,   such   as   tours   and  
rehearsals.  

 
2. Students   who   do   not   already   have   a   choir   polo   should   purchase   one   as   soon   as  

possible   ( $30 ,    exact   cash   only ,   or   pay   online   at     https://kalamazoo.revtrak.net/ ).   
 

3. Join   our   Facebook   group   (“Maple   Street   Choir”)   and   sign   up   for   texts   or   emails   from  
Remind   to   receive   important   notifications   about   homework,   performances,   uniforms,   etc.  

 
4. Please   bring   in   a   box   of   tissues,   a   container   of   Clorox   wipes,   or   hand   sanitizer   so   our  

classroom   is   well-stocked   for   the   entire   school   year.   
 

5. Only   return   this   page   to   Mrs.   Davis;   keep   the   rest   of   the   syllabus   for   your   records  
(especially   the   calendar   page!).  

 
 
 
 

Make   sure   to   sign   the   permission   slip   on   the   back   as   well! ↘  

https://kalamazoo.revtrak.net/
https://kalamazoo.revtrak.net/

